CHAPTER XX

THE MIDDLESEX MAGISTRATE

I
THE EIOTS OF 1749

The man who wrote "Tom Jones" was already presiding
as principal justice over the Bow Street police court, before
which came business from all parts of the metropolis. By
Fielding's friends, the position was regarded as lucrative
as well as honourable, being worth, if the justice insisted
on his full fees, a thousand pounds a year. Relying too
much upon this assurance, Fielding entered upon his duties
in the winter of 1748-1749, and began sending thieves and
footpads to the "Westminster jail where Tom Jones had
spent an unhappy week. Among his first cases recorded in
the newspapers, is the following from "The St. James's
Evening Post" for December 8-10, 1748:

"Yesterday John Salter was committed to the Gatehouse
by Henry Fielding, Bsq; of Bow Street, Covent Garden,
formerly Sir Thomas De VeiPs, for feloniously taking out
of a Bureau in the House of the Eev. Mr. Dalton, a Quantity
of Money found upon him.7 ?

The man whose bureau was robbed may have been the
Eev. John Dalton, known for his sermons and verses and
for a sentimental friendship with Lady Luxborough and
the Duchess of Somerset. He was a canon of Worcester,
and the rector of St. Mary-at-Hill in London.

In a more serious case, given in the same newspaper a
week later, the culprit bore the surname of Fielding's hero;

223y manners and the facts of human nature. He ac-
